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The Dacia Sandero stunned its competitors 
when it was launched in 2004 with a price tag 
that demanded a second look. And many did. 
Since then, the model has sold over two million 
units and has been the best selling car in the 
retail market in Europe since 2017. Top choice 
in the UK market is the Stepway version, 
accounting for 60% of sales and this is the focus 
of the road test. 

The second generation model is all-new but 
retains the same external dimensions as the 
original. Built on the group's common 'CMF' 
modular platform, the latest model offers a new 

engine range and new 6-speed gearbox as well as an automatic option. 

Styling-wise, the new Sandero Stepway distances itself from its predecessor with smoother 
contours, more pronounced wheelarches, and a wider track to give a more planted appearance on 
the road. This is enhanced by the lower roofline 
and  more acute windscreen angle to give a 
sporting touch.  

On road, and the continuously variable 
transmission offers smooth and responsive 
operation, both changing up the ratios and 
stepping down, which it performs without any 
indication of over-revving. Suspension is 
probably the best in any compact SUV offering 
excellent cornering support, but at the same 
time being able to provide a smooth and 
comfortable ride. It is also notable for its 
insulation and suppression of rough responses 



without transmitting the sharpness through the bodyshell. 

Excellent steering lock with light feel aids tight manoeuvring while brakes provide excellent stopping 
response. For night driving, the new LED headlight units provide suitable cover, with an increase of 
up to 37% improvement in range and 9% in beam width over its predecessor. 

For the occupants, the cabin has moved with 
the times and features an all-new dashboard 
neatly tiered with an 8-inch colour touch display 
dominating the central position. Rear seat 
occupants have generous room with a 42mm 
increase in leg room and the convenience of 
door pockets, grab handles and a 12v charge 
socket. However, strangely absent is a rear 
courtesy light, as only a forward mounted light 
above the interior mirror is provided. 

For the driver, there is a soft grip steering wheel 
with reach and rake adjustment, and extremely 
clear and easy to read analogue instruments 

featuring white graphics on black dials. Km/h readings are clearly presented, and the central digital 
information panel, although small, has the menu  offering of a duplicate speed read-out. 

In the Stepway edition, firm supportive seats are finished in contrasting stitching against the 
patterned grey fabric which is matched by the coloured highlights on the air vents and door pulls. 

One of the benefits of basing a new model on a common floorpan is the integration of the electronic 
support packages. In the Sandero Stepway these include Emergency Brake Assist, Hill Start Assist, 
Blind Spot Warning, and front and rear Park Assist with rear view camera.  

With regards to the infotainment system, it features on-board navigation and wireless connectivity 
for Apple CarPlay and Android Auto. Also using 
a dedicated Dacia Media Control app through 
the driver’s smartphone, everything from radio, 
music and calls to sat-nav apps can be displayed 
by docking the phone in a convenient  
removable support. Connected via USB or 
Bluetooth, the new set-up allows fast 
connections via the app and supports Siri and 
Android voice recognition systems.  

For luggage, the wide tailgate opens to provide 
328 litres of storage with a moveable floor 
panel which helps to level the load platform 
when the rear seats are folded. 

In terms of performance and running costs, the automatic version has a slight penalty over the 6-
speed manual model, but nevertheless this CVT option has a given fuel consumption of 45.6mpg and 



a CO2 emissions of 140gms/km which sets first year VED at £220, falling to the standard £155 in 
subsequent years. For business users it has a BIK rating of 30%. 

With the appealing design, interior upgrades, performance and technical improvements, the initial 
expectations are of a substantial increase in price. However, the Sandero Stepway range opens at 
£11,495 and this top automatic model is listed at £15,095 on the road, with the 6-speed manual 
version coming in £1,200 under this. 

The car is covered by Dacia's 3 year / 60,000 mile warranty which can be extended to up to 6 years 
and 100,000 miles. Dacia also offers customers a range of servicing plans to stay on top of 
maintenance with 3-year and 4-year plans from £9.99 per month. 
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